The British 32-gun frigate Southampton
(Captain Sir James Lucas Yeo)
and the captured ship in tow,
The American 14-gun brig Vixen

Lippold Haken’s pictures of the War of 1812 Shipwreck
near Conception Island, Bahamas

I was on a summer 2004 R/V Sea Dragon dive trip that included Conception Island, Bahamas. We spent a
few days diving on the Southampton reef line. I thoroughly love the variety and beauty of that reef (please
see my slide show at http://www.cerlsoundgroup.org/Bahamas/), and could not get enough of it. After many
hours of enjoyable diving I was snorkeling and discovered a large number of cannons nestled among
beautiful corals. Here are three picture of one of the cannons I saw:




More cannons (and remains of armor plating in some of the pictures):




It was a beautiful scene, so I tried to remember my path as I snorkeled the quarter mile back to the Sea
Dragon. When I described what I had seen, Captain Dan was excited — he had been looking for the wreck
of the famed 1812 British frigate Southampton and its ship-in-tow, the American brig Vixen for years. [
am not certain he believed what I described (Capt. Dan has heard a lot of fish stories!), but he wanted to
check it out. I was happy able to find the wreck again — it is not easy, because the reef is extensive with
deep chasms in shallow coral extending above the water. Here is a picture from the snorkel back to the
wreck:




As you can guess from the picture above, it is difficult to keep your bearings when you are snorkeling
through passageways and coral tunnels. When we found the wreck, the Captain could positively identify the
Southampton not only from the many cannons and armor plating, but also from the distinctive shape of the
two huge anchors. We took pictures of each other; I am the guy in the blue button-down shirt (my wife no
longer lets me wear that shirt when I teach at the University); Capt. Dan Doyle is wearing a T-Shirt:

If you would like to use any of the text or pictures from this web site for any purpose, you may do as long as
you give credit to Lippold Haken. Please contact Lippold L-Haken@uiuc.edu for full-resolution images, or
for my opinion on the R/V Sea Dragon and Captains Dan and Sue, or any other questions you may have.




After we returned to the Sea Dragon for dinner, Captain Dan showed various documents he had collected
about the Southampton and the Vixen. He has a copy of court hearings in Britain (1813), in which
Captain Yeo and his crew were interrogated to determine if they were at fault in the fair-weather loss of
both the Southampton and the Vixen. The hearings are interesting to read; the writing is very refined and
proper, even when relating the obscenities one of the crewmen directed at Captain Yeo. This is a picture
Ellen reading from the court hearings:
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And this is a picture of an 1812 London newspaper article relating the loss of the Southampton, right
before an article about a petty mail theft:

|y ltIl.u.C Ui e CRINVE SKGENT, : f R e |
.| Adcounts from Stawe, received esterday, Npres \ '
| the. Marquis of BUEKINGHAM'S illness a3 having
_ av]cr_;,r unfavou{apke tu , and thnt Lis hf“ '

ired o ' ; 7 e
We ure sorry to Icqm 'that W’“

iptain Sir JAM&s Lucas Y8, after, takmg fi

American corvette, was upfortunately lost,

‘| ligr prize, on & sunken rock, in the (
{ The’crews. all saved. ‘T.he~ ﬁ'gu
‘oldest 32-gun frxgatcg

Captain Dan has a US War Department document that contains a Vixen crewman’s letter to a friend about

his experiences. The attitudes and prejudices of the time are interesting to read; my photographs of the
document begin on the next page below:

A Narrative of the capture of the United States’ Brig Vixen of 14 guns, by the British Frigate
Southampton; and of the subsequent Loss of Both Vessels, on a reef of rocks, off Conception Island;
with some account of the sufferings of the crew; their manner of deliverance, and final deposit in the

Prison-Ships at Port-Royal, Jamaica. By one of the Vixen’s Crew, in a letter to a friend.

Two final pictures: a picture of me on a later return trip, and one of my dive buddy Jim (center) and Rip
andEllen looking at mlcrosco pic life collected near the reef




A
NARRATIVE
OF THE CAPTURE OF THE
UNITED STATES' BRIG VIXEN,

OF 12 GUNS,

BY THE
British Frigate Southampton ;

AND OF THE SUBSEQUENT

LOSS OF BOTH VESSELS,

ON A REEF OF ROCKS, OFF CBNOEPTIOH ISLAND. _

WITH SOME ACCOUNT OF THE SUFFERINGS OF THE m
+ THEIR MANNER OF DELIVERANCE ; AND o
s FINAL DEPOSIT IN THE

THE WHOLE INTEBEPERSED wrm

ﬂd

Various Remarks, relalive to the Tmtm



NARRATIVE, &e.

PEAR TOM,

When I last wrote you, 1 promised to dilate upon

every thing I esteemed worthy of notice j since which
the vicissitudes of fortune have accompanied me 10 such
a signal manper, that I cannot forbear giving you a
sketch ; hoping at the same time, you will make every
allowance for the many inaccuracies 1L may abound with,
when you consider the yime and circurmstances under

which I write. :
On the 22d of October, 1812, at 9 A. M. the t.J-. S.

brig Vixen, George W. Recd, esq. commander, with a 4*
crew of 110 men, crossed St. Mary’s bar, bound on a

A
croise of 30 days. All hands were in high health '
spirits, and the hope of soon veturning with some ir
the consequences of war, tended ta animale them |
‘The next morning we discovered a sail on our we
bow ; made sail and endeavored to come up
but she was soon out of sight. Ten days al
sail was desecried on our lee guarter—set
canvass, and gave sheet alter her, but ou:
incficetual, as we did not gain much v
chasing this sail, another was perce
down upon us, and gave every indica
man-of-war brig ; we immediat
her nearer approach. As
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the following laconic, tlmug:h in an emphatic
w Now, my lads, there she is—1 vxpect every

s duty—Don’t fivc a gun until you are lwn;l‘nn
istol-shot—Tuke good aim, and show her fair play™—

e bree hearty cheers, nol such as

i 'us ed by t
which was answered ) : :
those which an electioneering mob have at commantl, but

y onfidence in their front, and 33"‘:“';5"“ n
;?::2 :rfe:;:.e cBut the appearance cf the .a.nimanan of
our cresw will not gxcite surprise, Wk Il knom e
the umiform good treatment they ex pm_‘lencr_d from _I:hl:lr
officers rather stimulated them to display their exertions;
and thus a mutual confidence ook place, which, had their
coniluct been the reversk, would not have been produc-
tive of such eagerness. -
But to retarn from this digression: As we were lying
quietly 1o, we could distinguish her ¢ dogs of war”’ peep-
ing through their kennels ; and when within about gun-
<hot and a half, she gave us a specimen of round and
grape, which was intended for our bows; we returned
the compliment by planting a double-shotted 18 pounder
_pearly in her wake ; she then gave us another gun, which
fell short; run up signals, but not understunding them,
gave her an assortment of grape. She then lowered her
signals, and run up Spanish colors—hailed her and or-
dered her to send her bout on board; theéy exhibiti
some difficulty in lowering the boat down, we dispa
ours with ap officer to overhaul her ; she proved to be
Spanish brig of 14 guns, from Havanna to Lac
Run up the boat, und shaped our original course.
was a d:})r of anxiety passed-over, which at first |
ened serious consequences ; and the visages of th
were strongly depicted with aggravation,
Not wishing to be tedious in my narrativ
sufficient to say, that after being out
chasing and boarding every tling we ¢
up with, the ¢ ime and tide of our
denly changed, on the 22d Nov. 1
:l;:: morning, going before the -
on both sides, and within
man at the must

them In

manner:
man to do h
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¢ «heels” was the word. At 10, finding
4 on us, commenced staring water
out of the fore and main holds to lighten the brig. Atll
2 dead calm ; out sWeeps and continued rowing without
intermission until 12.° W€ bad now gained some advan-
tage aver the chase, but 4 breeze springing bp; We quick-
ly lost it. In sweeps and, to lighten the brig ;ull more,
hove every heavy article in and under the boats, over-
board, and stationed hands by the anchors to cut away
when ordered. At half past 12 P. M. discharged all the
shot from the racks, and at | cut away both anchors. At
g P. M. the chase still gaining on us, hove two elegant
brass 9 pounders after the anchors. Finding that, in
despite of ooy exgftions, the Vixen would not sailan inch
faster than her ol gait, we now had the melancholy sa-
risfaction of knowing our capiure to be certain; but we
were determined to use EVEry exertion toavoid it. Capt.
Recd commenced manceuvring with the sails, which had
only the effect of putting our capture off an hour or two.
At 3 P. M. her teeth were visible ; and at half past 3, com-
ing up with us hand-over-hand, she gave us a shot, which
fell sﬁort; three quarters past 3 another was sent, which
went between our foremust and mainmast; 2NSWET
them by running up our colors and firing a gun te wind-
ward. The chase having English colors up, and as it
would have been madness to attempt 10 engage her, we
fired another gun to leeward, haoled our colors dowm,
love to, and awaited her coming up- At 4 P. M.
ranged alongside, with ¥ Constellation” painted on
stern; a boat was immediately lowered down, and a
of seamen and marines, with the first lieutenant ©
ship, and of marines, came on board ; the for A
upon being introduced to captain Reed, in:
Vixen was a prize to his Britanpic
Southampton, of 32 guns, Sir James Lt
der. Captain Reed then went on board,’
ing his sword to sir James, it was |
commendation wpoen the skill h
to save his vessel; the other
ed theivs also. We, h
which our static
of pui

monstrated tha
the chase gamne
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ain holds by a “body guard of
corted ‘ﬂ,‘hf,;f,’:’;,t?gg tr;:e confinement, which their own
)L i i and which the rules of war pre-
safety would diciate, & i Twice a day we
‘be. we suffered no inconvenience. \ Uy we
o . be on deck, to enjoy the fresh air; tho
OEFe poraiiien 10 30 & e t once, we infer-
as only one half were allowed to be up at once, €
red that they were fearful 0{ us. _Oli.‘f time 51!131'»"“:‘l n-
sensibly away when below, either in listening to a “long
sarn” by some tough hand, or to the melody of our Fi-
fer;* who, for aught I know, may be a descendant gf
Orpheus, though the breed was prphably changed in
KEsop’s time, as all the representations I have seen of that
character, bear a strong rcsemblance to him. .
You must naturally suppose, dear Tom, that that babit-
ual inquisitiveness, which is inherent In Vzrgl.nmns, had
its full play when I nnderstood who had taken us, l had
read in the American newspapers a challenge, snid to
have been written by sir James, to capt. Porter, of the
Lssex. The impression I had imbibed was not favorable
to his character; and, to speak plauinly, 1 had put
him down as a Segment of the Bobadil species, or as
a descendant of Bacchus, who, when in his cups,aped his
protolype in true character. You may be assured I felta
pleasure upon enquiring of our officers the treatn
they had received, when I understood that it had
~narked by the quintessence of politeness and atte
my faith wavered as to the heresy of sir Jz
when I considered that the Vixen’s were upon
lowance when they were captured, and that
ampton’s were equally as bad off, 1 could not
man was bad who allowed us a ratio ne
those whom he had immediately to provid
possession relative to him were rath
dlmlms!metl, and I conceived that I 1}
Plete dissenter, when I said that s
author of sai( challenge. The officers, w
him daily, assured me he plede '
Wrote it; and from his bare
v = . Thepl'intgg ;
for its publication, but the |
l:har.u:te: of an “gped =
o his country: bee
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that we should have had to pay for the impudence of a
mg;;tgt;i“g material transpired until the 27 th November,
when we were doomed to experience another change of
fortune. During this day the weather was fine,and buta
small sea runnin%; the Vixen was in company,and every
expectation had been indulged of being in Jumaica in four

or five days. At about half past 11 P. M. the look-outs
forwurd sung out ¢ Land, ho!” The ship was immedi-
atcly put about, and answering stays, no danger was ap-
prehended. For half an hour longer she jogged on cheer-

ly ;> when, exactly at 12 o’clock, the Southarr.iptun.wuck.

A signal gun was immediately fired. The Vixen, in com-

ing to our velief, also struck at a small distance from us,

on our starboard bow, and a rock penetrating through
her bow, she filled in a short time. All hands were call-

ed, and when it was ascertained that the Sounthampton
was completely wedged in between the rocks, and that

she had sprung 2 leak, the prisoners were permitted to
come on deck; they immedintely manned the pumps,
whilst some, intermingling with the crew, lent 2 hand in
observing the orders of sir Jaomes, The topgallant yards

and masts were sent down, and the tupmasts struck. The
boats were hoisted out, and an officer was sent to explore

a safe passuge through the rocks. Provisionsand spirits
were got up out of the afier hold, whilc the pumps were
worked without intermission. Atabout 1 P. M. the lien-
tenant and crew who hud charge of the Vixen, with
Amevican officers’ servants, who remained to take
their trunks, arrived on board—Reported that the |
had Dilged, and that their Jives were the only po
things that could be saved. Duay-light was
waited for ; for, though fiom the fineness o
and the easy position in which the Southar
immediate fear was indulged as to her
yet we did not know buot that day-lig
to- horrors far worse than our unc
presented. A raft was constructet
tended, should it become nect
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ds. If there was any d&lﬂl’wnlty
X i . ound the ship, there was still more
in cleating tl;el ;3331;33 a.n' e e'f;en ding all along the
i O esuf beating with violence against it; and the
5{‘:5&& es but barely admitting the boats, rendered it ha-
l:ardous to accomplish our opject-:——and even when the end
had been nearly gained by jumping overboard up to the
middle, we were certain of being overwhe}med in the bri-
ny element by each roll of the sea. All..f!al_ldsa however,

with the exception of sir James, the sailing-master, and
a few seamen, who resolved to siay by the Southampton
that night) landed in safety, together with a small quanti-
ty of bread, which was damaged by the spray of the sea,
nd a few barrels of water. A fire being kindled, we dis-
persed ourselves about the island in order to discover
water, (which was the object of our greatest solicitude)
" and to examine its productions.

The island we now knew to be Conception,or, as it is
most generally called, Little Island. After a search of
some hours, the party returned; who reported that they
could discover no water; and that the productions were
* only Concks, Wilkes, Periwinkles, Land Crabs, &c. A
reward was then offered to the first person who should
discover water, and the next morning another part
solved to go out and search; when, after exploring
the whole island, a small pond:was discovered a
distance from our encampment. Its quality had
most pleasant taste ; it appeared to be impregoate:
salt, und firom the cffect which it had upon
one would have supposed that some indus
vy had resided in its neighborhood—we w
not only thankful, but grateful; and coi
with what greedy avidity it was sou
you would be convinced that more p
enced at each drausht, than the vo
Bucchanalian revels, or the labor
stream. ¥

Si:‘ James, and those who
ampion, now came on shore;
landing place, and a situation |
campment, we remuo

erideayors to save all han

::;"'{9“!’&.8. as had
number of sails i
edi whilst “‘m
any, constructed
‘ed a most pict
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having been saved, bopes

Nearly all the provisinns :
were entertained of an allowance equal to that which we
hhod on board the Southampten; but, from the guantity

damaged, and rendered ne-.;n-ly.unﬁ't for use, the prospect
Jooked glaomy-—aud when in its distvibution it was found
4 and a half of pork, and 2 hatful of

that one poun . -
bread, either wet with salt water or crusted over with
lve men per day, 1t must be al-

sand, was to support Lwe : .
lowed that the coloring Wwas considerably heightened.

Necessity being the mother of invention, we applicd to
the old dame, who received us courteously. By her di- -
rections, each mess divided itsell into three divisions—
1st, fishing; 2d, concking; 3d, wooding and watering.
The fishing party having but few materials, success did
not crown their efforts pmportiunate to the zeal mani-
fested; for, althongh fish were in the greatest plenty,yet
hooks made of needles and pins, presented no very tempt-
ing appearance. The concking party, (of which 1 bad the
honor of being a member) were more fortunate, It
might be tmly said that we were on a land of concks;.
and if the children of Israel had. reason 10 be thankful
for the manna sent down from heaven, we had an equal
cause to express onr gratitude for this seasonable relief.
But iit procuring them, the luborer was *worthy of his
hire.” - A walk of between two and three miles on a ean=
dy beach, and when arrived at the place of deposit, ano-
ther walk up to the middle, and occusionally swimming,
to get into shallow water, together with an exposure to.
the scorching rays of the sun, which might be very grat
{ying to a Salamander, were- e part of the difficulties wg
had to encounter. The heavy loads, however,
were procured, and an appetite that required no
lus. compensated us for our exertions. Set
borders of a creek, four or five miles from ti
cncampment, cracking concks, was no Um
levitous thoughts ; but in despite of our v
ation, I could not help remarking, that 1
conck destroyed, we were knocking int
of some good old-fashioned housewi
There being abont 300 men -
the low calculation of three e
IDWS, that dﬂl‘hﬂ' shoizn .
were destroyed. The w
no trouble; as those ar
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ofter representing our situation, to proceed
s 10 Exuﬂla- o 3
ct dl;{f :lllhlftzntds were mustered befure sir James

L 1 he}addrcsscﬂ thein. I was then out upon a
tent, gahenm sedition, and regret that 1 was not present.
co‘mkmg- {hle following is a pretty correct substance of
Howavel-.h he delivered: He began by observing that the
X EipeﬂIl:ich; had been discovered was most probably raimn
water, and it behoved us to be as <areful of it as P°§5:bl°5
as, in the event of its drying up, the miseries to wh‘l‘r; 2 wﬁ
should be subjected could be gasﬂy imagined. ea
had lives to preserve,and, for his pavt, he should be care-
fl of his own. 'To prevent, therefore, any other calami-
ty from befalling us, he should place sentinels over the
pond, with orders not to permit any water to be .taken
away in vessels larger than un pots. The propriety of
this measure would be apparent 1o tlz‘em on reflection,
and nothing but the duty he owed to hn:?aelf and the two
ships’ companies, could have induced him to adopt such
a measure, -

He then animadverted upon the conduct of some of his
men, who had not behaved in 2 manner very proper; for,
instead of rendering that assistance which their own si-
tuation demanded, they distinguished themselves by in-
toxication; and one particularly, by adding to his offence
the crime of abuse. They might rest assured that pa-
nishment awaited them ; and as for the abusive fello :_
shonld most certainly make an example of him.

- The Vixens were then addressed, and thank
assistance they rendered. Fle phserved that t
;_l:ltl:t \;na such as to excite his admiration, and

y bove testimony that they had behaved the»
men and seamen. He further spid, that wha
he had with the admiral on the Jamaic
be used to ameliorate their condition, ane
:fnfn:ther exercised to procure a cart

e tra 3 Ao N
S ;:ls-portauou to their own
Brilish service. "He sta.

land frigate, and de
Qus to our e‘m

with orders,
to Nussuu—*‘t

water w

-
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: framed a petition this day to the senate
Saﬂz‘:c%?e:-]cprcscnlaﬁ]\'CS of the Umtctl S.mtca, and
an} ich I copied for the purpose of transmitting to the
“;:t of govern ent ; but whether i.t was sent or not, 1
;annot determine. It was Very bricf, und came to the
oint at once—stated our capture by the Southampton—
the subsequent shipwreck of both v.cssels—-lhe miseries
the crew endurad—the length. of time the greater part
had heen in the service of their country—the impossibi-
lity of setling \heir accounts, occasioned by the loss of
the purser’s books—and & commendation vpon their con-
duct, both previous to and afier his taking the command—
and ended by praying that the wisdom of both houses
would be directed towards devising SOME method for
their relief. s
Certificates were also made out for each _mdmdual,
testifying to their having been on board the Vixen at the
time of capture, and in the Southampton when wrecked.
To what use they were appropriated, I could never learn.
Here it may be necessary to account for the manner In
which the purser’s books were Jost, and also of nearly
ihe whole of the clothing of the officers and men of the
Vixen. In cases of capture by an enemy, the comman-
der of the captured repairs on board first, his crew next,
and the officers last. By the time the whole of our crew
had been transported to the Southampton, it was nearly
dark ; it was resolved that our officers should repair on
board, and leave their trunks to the care of the wardroom
servants, reserving some future day to send for them.
A fair wind, however, continuing, sir James would not
lose 2 moment by lying to ; the consequence was, that
when the Vixen bilged, the trunks were included R
general wreck. ‘Hence, then, the purser’s books
entirely lost ; they were valuable not only to him,
the government; for all our crew had been nearl
years in the brigy and the amount of advances
ing was considersble. Tlie practice adopted
tish navy, of sending the accounts of the
two months, I think, is worthy of imitat
been the case with us, tlie trouble
must now accrue, to effect a settl
known.
The reason why the Vixen's
their clothing, may-be accou
‘When I carried my bag on
welght of it was s much
was deposited in the main
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arkation for Coneeption T have already men-
ermitted to be carried in the

s ed that no clothing was Peii -
::::;. This order, however, did not have much bearing
upon me then, for I found that whilst 1 was engaged at

.d been completely GUTTED, or i@
lhial:tm;:]ps;)glif] [:.tat?.?'fn‘ls:,(1 it was cn‘:pty, Yand the contents
zﬁ'ewed about the gun-deck amongst hcaPs of cluthcﬁ.,
which reminded one of a * vag-fair freak,” or the © devil
to pay” in a slop-shop. The ::esult tl?en was,_that \vhf:p
the boats brought off the clothing, they came In promis-
cuous heaps, whilst some, upon examining their bags,
found, in lieu of what they expected——sugar. This, I
believe, may be set down as a general reason why all the
clothing was not saved; but, had some showed movre ex-
ertions to preserve their lives and what was most abso-
lutely necessary for our subsistence, not one single arti-
cle would have been lost. : . 4

Early on the &ixth morning, 2 small sail was discover-
ed standing in for the island. The concking and fishing
parties now remained inactive, because 1he suppositign
was natural that she had been dispatched to our relief.
But we paid for it in the sequil, and we had the satisfac-
tion (at least cur mess had) of enjoying the real
hungry day we experienced oo the island. At aba t8
o'clock A. M. she came to anchor off the east part of the
island. The skipper Janded immediately, and reported
that he had 18 sheep, and a guantity of meal, &e.
were sent by capt. Hunter, of Cut-Islund, who had been
formed of our situation by the officer- th
boat, and who had proceeded for Nassau. He es
we had discovered water—informed him of the pond
stated that he had not been on the island for 1§
and that when he left it there was a well of
ter on a branch of it, 1o the southward and ¢
James, Capt. Reed, and himself, imme
discover it, which was acomplished w
Time had filled it up, but by digging
surface of the earth, the water
cmpty hogshead was sunk,

In our emb
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i were the Wreckers. These gen-
“"55“'“'"“?i:;emz:;;s:volvesg seeking whom they might
L and appearcd that if fear had not prevented
devourt;w Nay of the Shipwreck” would have beeft
thcﬂ;,‘ len performed; as; although they bad not a
nearly naturally em, yet Sharks were in abun-

Hawser amongst th -
ﬁ::? lfaM ps. Radchife or Monk-ey Lewis s.houlcl bere-
a‘fwr ;‘Vlmt the contour of any villanous looking charac-

ihe. they need only Lo be placed in our s'fm-
:fgs,f‘gﬁiisﬁ:fy :will lt;e able to show *naturec as she 1§.”
Perhaps I may wrong the gentlemen; and, if so, 1 sin-
cerely beg their pardons, and will endeuvor to expiate
my offence by sounding their praise far and pear. But
they must clear up the following circumstance, which
happened to my mess, before I can retract my very Aigk
opinion of them: By good luck, one of my messmates
had a couple of dollavs: and by an equal cqxncldence of
fortune, one. of the Wreckers had a quantity of sweet
potatoes, which it wus supposed he intended to devote ta
that use which Scripture mentions, “hungry, and 1 fed
them;"” but he, charitable soul, had an eye to the  main
chance,” and gave us thirty of them for the very mode-
rate sum of all we were worth! There being twelve in
the mess, two potatoes and a half came lo each man;
and, allowing the high calculation of two mouthfuls te
each potato, it follows that three cents were paid for each
mouthful—which I call waeeing with a ven e
Other instances could be given of the liberality of their
lispositions, but this, it is presumed, will be a sufficient
outline to mark the nature of their character.
were, however, doomed to experience some of t
tions of fortune, and if shame had no share in t
tem, I am certain that fear preponderated, W

James Yeo was informed that they werc s¢
of rendering assistunce gratis, he plainly to
If he knew any other articles w be
would pay them with interest; and
be devised than by impressing them
vice. The shops were immedi
bargo was laid on, and they,

comparison ought to be

duce.

:l‘h.e Caledonia

=2 - -
T
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. of movement from the encampment Was not al-
Liribeed Ja militatre ; but I have sevd militia compa-
much resembled ouTs, with

piercing fifcr marched at the

is ex ' hat our €ar- ’ :
this exceplioh warbling the tune of “The

head instead of the cCnlre

Hr {t behind me.” ] :
(ﬂ'l[!hi l\efitxe:;s were consigned to the safe-keeping of the

e he Sonthamptons. (With the exception of the
ﬁsz::::)' :vhere distribtt:ted in the cutter and privateer.
*The same routine of mustering s was observed ; and Lhe
same manner of confining us below was followed. The
starboard side of the birth deck was allowed for our ac-
commodation, and wheD all hands of us were palew, there
was scarcely room enough to move. The birth deck of
» man of war is calculated for the convenience of the
crew; and from the number of men on board the Rho- -
dian, they enjoyed comforts which every man of war of
her size docs not zfford. If, then, there was only room
enough for her own crew, consisting of about 86 men, how
much must those advantages be diminished, when 96 of
us, and about 25 of the Southampton’s marines were
:mmured below? We were not permitted to go on the
Jarboard side, except when the master’s mate and his crew
were cleaning up the starboard. In order that no inno-
vations should be made upon the sacred functions of the
cook, his galley was barricadoed with old steering-sail
booms - andtop-gallant yards, through which those ! ho
messed forward had an opportunity of seeing chick
geese, &c. cooked on Epicurean principles, and
playing their judgment by expatialing upon the
some, and the nice flavor of others. Added
the superabundance of Lurtle soup,and the sa
exhuled, reminded us of the exquisite pains
don alderman enjoys, when viewing a mess
and calipash capsized. A

The first night we were held in °
sufferings were greater than im
—the heat of the weather, the
we were huddled, the oaths :
whilst some poor w
praying they would not
picture which could |

lack Hole, or the
To get on deck, exc

senunels were p!

~avose either from
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ave to bine jackets, or from the i'n'(err.upuon they ex pe-
:::it:ﬁ:ed whili!t enjoying apap. The want of clothing
was now the least mutter for c?nsldernnon ; in fact,
clothes were scarcely of any use. To I;e_ep a shirt on ten
minutes, without its being in a condition for the wash
wh or scrubbing brush, was impossible ; and had the
colliers of New-Castle pnid us a visil, they would have
been apt to class us as hod-men or pit-men. My mess
being % chock forward,” and opposite the galley, our si-
tuation wus [ar worsc than any other, I'he heat of the
galléy we presume tobe above 110 by the thermometer
of our feelings; and in the morning we were literally
boiled, at dinner roasted, and in the evening baked, Yet,
situated thus badly, I was once fweaty-two hours below
without being on deck but once, and then only for about
ten minutes: and a shipmate who belonged to the next
mess to us, was actually six end twenty hours without
either secing the combings of the hatches; or snuffing
one draught of fresh air. The Rhodians may thank their
stars for the proximity of Conception to the islands ad-
jacent; and for {ear of British cruisers which we knew
swarmed about them, or else it is more probablc our si-
tuations would have been changed—opportunities were |
not wanting—the cffecting of the object in contemp
tion could have been easily achieved, both from our
exertions and others which presented themselves.
quit, however, the subject of the birth deck of
dian, and to which I shall never advert but w
tions of horror, it will be sufficient that I say-
on the nninl:abited and desolate Island of Ce
me be tormented with Alexander Selkirk
whilst on Juan Fernandez; feed me wit
winkles, and land crubs—Dbut save me
deck of the Rhodian.

It is but an act of justice to stals
of the Rhodian knew not the exte
the master at armis was also
his daily report, and framed
was delivered to the offic
it to the commander. {
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sail furled, or &t topsail reefed, without the men
by their sides, it must be ac-

knowledged that motives, other than those w.ith which
[ am acquuintcd, inducerl them to adopt this precau-
tionary, though 1o us, cruel measure, It isfurtherneces-

sary 1o state, that so far as relates to eating and drinking,
we had a sufficient quantity; but with spirits depresscd by
confinement, and bodies rendered weak by continual
perspiraﬁon, it cannot be s posed that our appetites
were ravenous. Captain Boss has the appearance of a
entleman ; his manners denote him to be 2 seaman ; and
i credit be given to his crew, wly) .in sqch. instances are
the best judges, humanity is his distinguishing character-
istic. We thercfore freely exculpate him from any pre-
meditated design to add to the miseries of imprisonment,
and are disposed to admit that the wilful negligence of
his subordinate officers produced our sufferings. - 4
Favorable eales wafted us to Jamaica, where we ar- :
vived on the 14th of December. At about sun-set we
commenced changing our birth to that of the Loyalist
Prison Ship. This ship was originally a convict ship, and ﬂ
was employed in transferring the light fingered gentry to
Botany Bay—whether she derived her name )
number of ¥ most loyal subjects™ who wished to
1he benefit of a salubrious climate ; or whether those
tition makers about the purlieus of Westminster
with the hackneyed phrases of “maest loyal
dutiful,” had determined to scnd the last rem
their country, is not of much consequence ; but
may be said of her, that she resembles the
tion of Noah’s ark capsized, and the dirt
which her sides were plaistered, would
clude that a North-Carolina hog driver h
her with his dreve. Upon going at
assailed with a din of noise which'
the confusion of tongues at the
erection of the Tower of .

of  More ym_e,,“‘-“‘m

topgallant- _
h::'%ng cutlasses dangling
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As it was late when we arrived on board, we deferred
overhauling this cargo of live lumber until the next morn-
ing; and, as we had some zood old custom-house offi-
cers amongst us, we did not fear but that we should be
able to detect any false papers, that would be presented.
We contented oursclves, therefore, with turning in on
our blankets, and the many heart-cheering staries which
were related to us of centapedes twelve inches in length,
vats about the size of 2 common cat; and snakes who re-
culurly paid their nocturnal visits from the hold, did net
very much tend to make our slumbers of the most pleas-
ant kind.  YWe, however, arose in the morning without
having experienced any of the disasters, which it was so
confidently predicted would befal us. Having appointed
that necessary appendage to all regulated societies—a
cook for each mess—we commenced our operations by
reconnoitering the strange fleet, and having thrown out
signals, which were duly answered, we effected a junction
by forming the line,and resolved herealter to co-operate
topether. The gun and birth decks were held sacredas
being the places of deposit for the % swinish multitude,”
whilst a small space on the spar deck, elegantly barrica-
doed, was reserved for those of higher calling, suchas
lientenants and prize-masters of privatecrs who were n
entided to the distinguishing honors of parele. g
was erected a couple of brick tenements, which
much resembled family vaults, but were intended
linary purposes; and just abaft them was a huge

which might have answered for Goliah’s
but which was dignified by the appellation of
Court of Justice,” as it was here that the
Jaw” brought all matters to issué, whilst
reverend seigniors” pronounced jud
characters as were convicted, not of
name,” but a stray pair of Lraws
unto the culprit who should be fo
mediately seized by two gentlemen
minated guarter-masters; ti ne
but athwart the windlass-
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prnctices was never known to happen,

rmer )
g f the handsaw was very grating to the -

as the monotony ©

fei\lfllji]:%ssi;ips was the grand scene of action—here those of

. P eition had an opportunity of restraining
nhl:‘i?:g::uilssilt); of their dispositions—old sores could be
Iéasi]y healed, and the disciples of the Mendozian school
displayed their pugilistic skill. Umpires were agpomted;
bottle-holders for the accommodation of the disputants
were stationed, and the fairness of each round was dis-
cussed and settled. The conqueror was g-ene'ral!y‘g'reef-
cd with three cheers, and the conquered, after giving his
opponent a hearty shake of the hand, sojourned below to
<ettle all animosities over a bottle of * Double Rectified
Port Royal Particular.” B ;

I'he prisoners were divided into divisions, whose duties
were slternately to wash decks, hoistin wood, watcr, antd
provisions. Should any be of a skulking disposition, or
plagned with one of % Lazarus’s fits,” the most gencral
method of restoring him to a proper sense of his duty
was, by passing the end of a rope down and bending it on
to bis body-—the rapidity with which he ascended, must
have excited sensations somewhat similarto those which
an zronmaut cxpériences when wafted aloft in his
balloon. -
_ Among the regulations for the government of the
itwasthoughtnecessary to commmand that no liguaor
be brought on bourd. The wisdom of this mes
the impossibility of eluding the vigilance of the
are so well known, that the most dunderheac
boy may enjoy a laugh at the admiral’s exp
ever he can raise the chink; and I’'ll a
tleman, that 1is, if be “ came through
that the conviviality which an exhila
duces, would, were he present, ins
to “lend a hand to strap a block.

. There being about sixty m
division apportioned ot ; t




weniler of ¢ Galley News,” and which most gene-
so;::x_e eln‘;lt;ﬂz::d the immgdiate sailing orarrival of a cartel,
Enz)ed « food for the sx}bsistenqc of the weary hoprs.”
Night, however, was reserved for the grand operations ;
at sunset we were all ordered bf:low, and the hatches
barred down and locked. Immediately the messes were
illuminated ; and now commenced o scene ctf hflllomng,
bellowing, quarrelling, fighting, drinking, singing, dan-
cing, and card playing, which eould be only equalled by
the inmates of the infernal regions ; yet, amidst this con-
clave of contending dn_%pus:tmns, the harmomous. pre-
vailed, und something like m'cg_r _woqld !:e e'stabhshed,
After an hour had been exhausted in distributing useless
wind. At 10, P. M. the PunLic AssEnBLY Was opened
with a Grand Ball. The members did not possess the
tout ensemble which distinguishes the p?h_m gentlem_an
from the coxcomb; the frivolous mechanic from the crin-
wing quilldriver; they were all on a level, and t‘rqm_ the
heat of the weather the generality of them were divested
of linen, while they kept time to the melody of our ﬁfi A
not with the “light fantastic toe,”” but with graceful
shuffling, adopted after the manner of the Eihiopian
vestiians when displaying the variations of * Old Virgs-
nia never tive;” or somewhat more similar to the |
of a duozen black list men punping thunder, or b
ing rust off the belaying pins.* Iollowing the
of polished socicty, they retired at a late hou
no interval was allowed for regaling them
supper, &c. yet time was found to indulge libz
shrine of Bacchus ; and the ball generally
the “master of ceremonies” and the ar
together in the middle of the ball room 1
ing influence of Marpheus.
The preatest curiosity we met
Ilighness the Duke of York's
ment, composed entirely of bl
belonged to every section of

e ST
)
]

* In some men of
inflict corporeal pu
putting him on
of the black
threws the



20

them preponderated as each Stale influenced: thus, a
Kentuckian, Virginian, or South-Carolinian was conti-
nally pouring out anathemas aginst them, whilst those
from the Northern States regarded them with a more fa-
yorable eye. Yet even these gentry operated as a sti-
mulus to © drive dull care away ;” their vernacular lan-
guage, intermixed with the pure LEnglish so generally
spoken in the West-Indies, formed food for amusement :
and some of the prisoners possessing great imitative
powers, scarcely suffcred a day to pass wn!:out, enjoying
a tete-a-tete. They were, in generaly civilly disposed ;
appeared to do their duty as so many machines operated
upon by a mechanical impulse; and their only dread ap-
peared to be, not having a sufficiency for yam, yam, as
they call eating; or the operations of 2 drummer, beat-
ing the long roll to the tune of from 200 to 900 lashes.
There are other curiosities attached to this regiment, but
a respect for individuals in New-¥ork induces me to be
silent.

The provisions issued are by no means equal in quality
or quantity with those allowed in the American Prison
Ships. The folloying is the daily quantity: |

One fround. and a half of Bread,
Half a fiound salt Beef or Pork, ‘
One gill fieas or six ounces Rice,
Half an ounce of Sult,

It was said by those who made provision for our
nance, that excriions were made to procure
kind ; be this as it may, 1 believe I may & '
fear of contradiction, that had it net be:
boat women, the allowance would hay
meagre, as with them we exchanged
&c. for cocous and yams, by means o
were furmed. Complaints, hov
made relative to the yuality
disapprobation expressed in
allowance was not st t.
coirect, is known
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cor was, by following the bent of your own in'clinnt'ions,
provided you did not encroach upon their duties.

The commanders of the men of war visited the prison.-
ships daily—their Juties were to hear complaints, Inspect
provisicms, and see that the decks were clean, Some
who came on board merely took a turn round the quarter
deck with the officer of the guard, and returned, leaving
those who had any complaints to make, or guestions to
ask rclative to their oWn interests, very much prejudiced
against them: Others were of a more accommodating
disposition, and would condescend to hear any thing

within the rules of propriety ; but the fayorite was cap-
tain Haynes, of the Sapphire, sloop of war—this gentle-
man did not wait for any preface being made to 2 prison-
er’s complaint—-—his first enquiries were—*‘are there
any complaints? Is the bread good? Do you get good
weight,” ke 1f it was intimated that the quality was
not good, he would examine it himself ; andif his opinion
coincided with ours, (which was almost always invariably
the case) the admiral would certainly hear of it, and
frequently a better supply would be the consequence.
Not only this, but other instances could be cited of his
attentive disposition ; the result then was, that he ob-
tained the respect and esteem of all hands, whilst he was
jocularly styled © Old Belly Timber.” Among such 2
number of prisoners it could not be expected that :

mar. would behave himself—the visiting officer was

times insulted by beings in human shape, affianced in
position to brutes ; but the apologies made by |
superior mould, gencrally restrained bim from
ing to extremities. .

The hospital boat regularly came off
for the purpese of carrying the sick Lo tht
cleanliness of this building, the regula
governed, the attention paid by the p '
jects of disease, are subjects which
sure; and if praise is due to any p
must be awarded to Doctor Maens

On the 4th of Junuary
k.nOCke'd all the ¢ pect 10!
tive to the 0Nt
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his exertions, and anticipation had ’i\‘lr?ady wnl'u.:d us on
our course for Columbin’s shores ; whilst the privateers-
men and merchantmen fondly funcied that his powers
would be productive of bc!'n:ﬁl 1o l]‘l_el':‘lSElVCS!. the intelli-
gence came on board of his DeaTH 1! It operated as an
clectric shock—consternation was visibly depictedin every
countenance—the sorrow manifested, argued as a precur-
sor that our captivity would be leng;hcnec[. On the 21l of
January he was taken ill; on the 4th he died, and a few
hours after consigned him to the pallisades.® Every ho-
nor was paid to his remains; and though his crew did
not fullow him to the “narrow house;” yet, upon his ex-
amination before the Great Court of Enquiry, they will
bear testimony that he tempered mercy with justice;
that their interest was his; and that the short time he
commanded them, their affections, esteem and respect,
were 2all his own.

As it was augured, so it huppened. Every vestige,
every hope of liberty vanished with his departed spirit; and
though the honor of Sir James Yeo was pledged for our
immediate return, yet were we doomed to count the
& listless hours.” The words of & great men’’ pass by :
the “idle wind”—in this instance, however, there was
exception. Sir James, during the few days he rem
on the island, excried his influence with the
agreeably to his pledge; and we are satisfied that
. return to England, he left us under the impress
few weeks would bring forth the object of his
will hereafter learn, that when he was in dist:
emies lent a helping hand, and that they wi
by being immured months on board p

No cartels arriving, and as some of
rather ambitious of providing for th
dergoing the formalities of an e3
dered at that no opportunity was pe
without cartels being formed of
ed themselves? Hence, then,
escape of nineteen, wh gt
dock-yard bout ; of five pril
night of the 6th of J:
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Sca-Horse frigate a few weeks afier, just as they were
about making for Cub, and lodgea again in cuhﬁncn:len.t.
But (o show to what lengihs they would go to obmm' li-
berty, 1 (hink it worthy to recovd the fullowing daring
exploit, which took place on the 29th January, 1813—
others might be adduccd, b_u.t this cl:u_ms pal‘ucu_lar na-
tice, The boat of the Loyulist was lying alongside; 2
heavy sea was running, and a s_nﬁ‘ sen-breeze setting in;
five men resolyed 1o shove off in the boat ; the sentinels
were surrounded by the prisoners In order to obscure .
their view, and it was thought that if they could get un-
der cover of the Coromandel, lying at abow fifty yards
distunce, they would get off cleary as the sentinels on
board of her would suppose that they were going to Port
Royal; whilst the Loyulist prisoncrs would divert the at-
tention of the sentincls by active capers, &c. Every thing
succeeded until they got within twenty yards of the Co- *
romandel. The officer of the Loyalist’s guard was then
walking about the cabin; he perceived the boat, and fror.n
her rapidity, judged that all was not right. He immedi-
ately ascended the deck, and inquired whither she was
bound. No satisfactory answer being given, he ordered
the Sentinels to fire ; five muskels were immediately dis-
charged; by this time they had cleared the Coromandel,
though not without receiving several volleys from her
guard. Life and death were now at issue; the shot from
the Loyalist and Coromandel fell like hail-stones around
the boal ; their exertions appeared to increase as the dan-
. ger augmented; the man at the helm now rose and waved
his hat in the airj the cheers they received from the.
alist exhilarated their spirits. The admiral’
fired two signal guns ; her boat wus manned
cd in pursnit of them. A boat lying
L’ Amethyst prison-ship, with halfa dozen of, as
from Fort Augusta filled with soldiers, well 2
Jowed the flag ship’s example. A Span
ward bound, must have a hand in it
charged from her at a few paces
the sokdiers kept up a continual
desperate men at one time
Thebeach between Forts A
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The L’Amethyst was buried in the

r birth deck ; her sides were scutd
water n:;.-a::-ll3,;‘;’1;’12;l t;al::" it was overflowed about 6 inches.
Ll a::n deck then was reserved for the sleeping and eat-
",I-:hedgpartment. A couple of holes, large enough to ad-
;mgt the body of a masn th rough, were forgotten to be stop-

ped up ; so no difficulty remained in exploring her subter-
¢ recesses. As we were about commencing house-
;anetil:: again, and as we were situated like the unfortu-
n:tiptefant whose furniture had been distrained for house-
rent by some rapacious Jandlord, our first object was to
procure wood to maketubles, &c. The sparand gun decks
resented no timber; to eat on deck, after the manner of
the Turks, was not what we had been accustomed to; the
birth deck was therefore our only hope. Daw:.x we went 3
«darkness was visible;”* a lighted candle being passed
© below, no vestige of the object we sought for could be dis-
cerned—at length the Black Hole was discovered;
« down with the Bastile,”” was the word—itio work all
hands went, and in five minutes we had wood enough to
rig tables for all the prison-ships in the West-Indies.
The destruction ofthis remnant of modern tyranny, was
accompanied with no dreadful consequences ; the proceed-
. ings were reported to the agent; two men voluntarily
acknowledged themselves as its demolishers, and they
were punished by being put upon two-thirds of an allow-
ance for ten days.

The orders for the government of the prison-ships spe-
cified, among others, that “no newspapiers, or political
frampihlets™ should be brought on board fer the perusal of
the prisoners. This order, like any other, wus contra-
vened whenever opportunitics presented themselves; and
the greater exertions were made, upon the least surmise
of there being intelligence from the United States; and,
as your humble servant had the honor to be genera

beneficial effects.

er to all hunds, you may be assured that sor
plagued with those symptoms which an at
exhibits when reading over a voluminous
deeds for the benefit of half
Generally, however plea
satisfaction given or

¥
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0 a‘:-ggular serics of every thing

the inmates of the Lwo plﬂsm‘;-

- evs of their own, and pub-
=P e ffi:ﬁi:ﬁ’.s'f}ﬁ‘:fi’.~ titles were, ** THE Tl:L'R-
<o ’Ehc?]t:w ‘Loyalist, and Tuae “L’AMETHYST JOoUR-
AT DThe principles by which thcy were governed
NAL + nical to politics. The first page most probably
were u:;d -~ dissertation oD the advantages derived from
B:i:e; bread perforated with holes by vermin, as the gen-
eral health prcserved dcnot_cd that the excrements of
the bugs was a happy substitute for beef and pork, of

which our safe-keepers were so profuse, t!’:ﬂ i might be
literally said we «eat bread and pomtec!. The second
2oe was devoted to that wonder-working department
whbich is the terror of grown up children; which gives
Iife to the coffee-house, and energy to the supporters of
a & war of words ;*’ which relieves from emnzi, and sup-
ports the famished soul that has been on a short allow-
ance a day or two ; which sets father against son, and son
against father ; which is passed unheeded by those whe
content themselves with attending te their own business ;
and which, in short, occasions more pulsations in the gen-
erality of the systems of the ¥ Walking Telegraphs®
about the purlieus of a printing-office; than any one
thing which I can just now mention, and which comes |
within that department depominated News. Rumor,

‘with her ten thousand tongues, had full play; the gulls

were fed; the editors disdained the use of that machine |

more properly belonging to the female sex and men mil-

Iiners, and which is as necessary an appendage to some

printing-offices as a cat-o’-nine tails is to a man of

and sometimes as dreadful in its effects. I meana 2

scissors. They were no “ scissor editors ;™ the

oririnal characters ; and, as they had license t

what t_h'ey pleased, without any fear of bein

the critical acumen of snarling cynics, y

ed that a diversity of “shreds and

bited; and if the risibility of
could be excited, they
me;t in advance, -
he third h
riul rema rks m
the duy, the —
ters were si

ermit us to convert int
grand and marvellous,
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was just us hkely as if it were attemptled to persuade us
that two hard biscuils were not equal 10 a yam, or that
we ourseives preferrel cl_mwmg “ soft tommiy” to sub-
stantiul fuod.  But when it was announced tht_xt the flug
of the Macedonian had crouched to the towering eagle ;
thut even British prints a.tlmmcd the fnct,.u:.u-ough 1o us
it was presented in a mutilated atate; yet, in Imitation of
the illuminution at Norfolk. vur limps were replenished
with a double allowance of 0il, while cach man Su.g as
an exemplification—
‘ uInd Decatn ysoun tunghi them with prels of Yunkee thunder
“ o the flug of Co umbia it was their ity to knock under

The adverusig department exh.bitea y vatiely which
denoted that irs patrunage was extensive : shoemakers,
taylors, and barbers; lawyers, dancing-musters, and fid-
lers; segai-makers, mmhumaticiunfs, quack tlacturs.. and

.ropeamakers, attbructed Lhe alti:nuo_n of thtg public by
describing thelr several wares; and if they did not meet

a‘ brisk demand,’” it was not owing to any ignom_.nct: in

the art of advertising. :

Harmuniously the Lwa papers jogped on together; but
as if 1o show the impossibility of enjoying constant grali-
fication by any an.usement, however innocent, an inter-
ruption was svon experienced, The Tickler, though pus-
sessing all the talents, as it wus edited by a Inwyer and
a doctor, died a death which the annals of printing has

no where recorded; and, as it muy be said the editors of
the Journal, who were 4 Iegitimate branch of the Du;
derhead family, accelerated its exit by displaying a [
nnpudent qualities, I can most solemnly assure you
with Pope they could heartily exclhimp——

“ Cure’d be the verse, hose well 30 e er it

That tends to make one honest man m

From a paucity of matter, the editors
in their dignified wisdom, thought pro
Tickler, and I very much question v
street inmate ever exhibited such wri
3 quarterly inspeetion before
commaonly called ¢ Edin
of the Tickler did. T
being one of the
man,” was su

e




An unfortunate Englishman, among

| in the calf of his leg; to any man

nd exhibited no very d-]"'g::‘::’:‘:};

] > ‘ibed wus on =

pearances, and the lemﬁ]}' pi "::' il:;]waa sulem{ﬂ)’ decroed
esort to. OWEYCT, 3

men would r Jtation, that amputation Wus NECEssury.

by deliberate Lt ' that there were two doctors

It may be necessary to stite, a s s

.l the privateer, and that previous to commencing

B boe S icraniums, and probably their cou-

oporations, thelr PECCrtt  AoBes of afiiiin I
rage, were elevated by repeated doscs ol S| e 1
work they went; off lew the poor Englishman’s leg,
and before the arteries could be secured, he bled to
death. The guestion submitted, tincn,'for the considera-
tion of the editors of the Tickler, was, in such 2 Cuse, pro-
vided the surgeons were not afflicted by an amatrosis,
whethera granny’s or an overhanded knot wuuld be most
proper to secure the arteries? You will say that such a
" subject ought to have been handled in a different manner
—granted—Dbut truth loses nane of its virtne by being
presented in a quizzical shape; and as the editors of the
Journal were feelingly alive in the cause of humanity,
they thought this was the best method to expose a char-
latan, and to show, that while they despised him for as-
suming a characler which has humanity for its basis, they
cxposed him to the ridicule of four hundred of his coun-
trymen, some of whom, most probably, will hereaf |
avoid entering in any vessel where this hewer of li
might chance Lo obtain a birth. It may then be s
the Tickler was literally quizzed 2o death
which I will undertake to say, is alloge
one which, in the catalegue of discases
Systems of newspapers, has, hitherto, ndt
In the bills of mortality.

I conceive I shounld act a very un
pass by unnoticed the trcalment
have manifested towar:ds those :
head of ® TnrrussED AMENICA:
sonally acquained, and have
my information is der

«  ed action, took her.
others, was wounder
in his scnses the wou
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than the busy hum of voiccs, hitherto restrained to lo

's by the discipline invariably observed, signified
; gu;?;f:b:{ion seldogx before indulged. Those who.
had work cut out for them, or those who were attending
to the duties of their stations, immediately threw up all,
and that name which fear alone had prevented them {rom
claiming as an immunity, was now boldly proc]amzed,
and, as Americans, they said they could not ﬁgh.t against
the flag. Flushed with expectations, eluted with grati-
fication to which they had been strangers for years, they
strutied fore and aft the gangways deliberating in what
manner to broach the subject to the commander. Del;.
beration, however, forms but a small part in the charactep
of an American seamen ; there i€ a certain impulse whirh
guides him when he would wish to be deliberative, that
propels him to act, either exciting an extreme, or exact-
lytohit themark. You may smile at this, and say 1 am
sermonizing, and exhibiting a trait in my disposition
which I seldom use in our correspondence—smile op—
but God save you and I from even deliberating whether
our birthright depends upon the whim or caprice of some
“ perfumed walking candlestick.”™ To the place of ter- |
roi’, known by the name of the quarter-deck, it is resoly- |
ed to go—but with sensations far different from those 4
when the mournful cry of « AJl hands, ahoy,” at eleven
o’clock, denotes that punishment is to be wi . Thas
rustomary respect being paid by doffing the hat, & 3
logue ensues. It commences on the part of a we
beaten tar, who stands spokesman for all hands.
heav, sir, the United States have declared war 3
Great-Britain—we are Americans, we have rek
some of us have families in America—we
-Agamst our flag, and will thank you for
“You say you are Americans; what
substantiaze your assertion?’—Here
tlans, sir, which we had when we
“ But you ought to conside ~ that ver
{‘:le sum due”—Gi
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serve them out prisoners’ allowance ;
four’’—and thus ends the dialogue.

i think you that because
g,ﬁ;’;,fgﬂv, vich a sentinel well armed, their condition
;s deplorable? Far from it. The happy souls in Elysium,
who have been safely ferried over the Styx by old Charon,
enjoy not half their pleasure. Liberty of speech now
kpows no bounds; 2 retrospection of ‘tl_w halcyon days

assed in their own country, and an anticipation of those
held in reserve for them, afford gratifying prospects.
‘Their old messmates, their old shipmales, give them
credit for their noble behaviour; for the real British sea-
man is magpanimous in disposition. They are on pri-
. soners’ allowance—true—but could you sce the heavy
Joads of beefand pork, the tin pots of grog passed them
by the crew, you would say the day of feusting had com-
menced.

This is a favorable picture; but there remains another
10 be presented. What is the condition of the poor Ame-
yican, who, by events uncontrollable, has lost his protec-
tion, and for not having which, a plausible plea is setup
to justify his impressment. He likewise goes aft upon the
:::n{l:t,e;cﬁ?wgt Dl-f h}t:sullues, but meets a fate far differ-
. protec(:?on: OH :ve :)ec? 0 fortunate as to preserve
gl states himself to be an American,
is told that he h e cannot fight against the flag. He
e wishas no protection; that he is a skul
temmt’is called ::; c:ﬁget e, d.ut.y. i The

rected to station him at one

quarter-deck guns—ohe is then ordered forward. Ti
;3:1;1 :l‘:v::::l tl? Inspect his ctfntlncl with vigilan

vent ol coming to action, should

an unwillingness to fight, he will '-

pleasure of blowing his brains ent. F

A boatswain’s mate of the Soutl ;

Li *

“ Purser’s steward,

them six upod :
= y l;oj ubilee indeed ;
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« b this difference, that before they were pri-
ﬂ;::;;bbu; :::t:pﬂlsion, now they are by choice. Instead
Zf being allowed to go whither they please, they are
clapped on board a prison-ship—months roll on, and no
relicf appears; still however, they enjoy pleasures to
which they had been strangers for years. The Bnpsh

overnment boast of being magnanimous, and T have al-
ways been taught to believe it to be so. If it is a speci-
men of their magnanimity, of their generosity, .of their
justice, to deprive 2 man of the privileges of his birth-
right when he has the necessary document that his coun-
wy. had devised for his protection; if, afier deing this,
they compel that man to sexve them three, five, and ten
years; ify during that time, he undergoes every privation,
every hardship incident to 2 maritime life ; il in perpetua-
ting their fame, their boasted naval glory, he exerts him-
self and demonstrates that dz_:ath‘ has no terrors; if after
having obtained the approbation of the commander—after
receiving wounds, and his body scared with scars, hg is
doomed, in common with those w_ho.l‘m\-g been acung
apainst them, to experience all thelr miseries m? for no
other offence than that of refusing to fight aguwnst his
country : 1f, I say, this be a specimen of their magnani-
mity, it weve betler to trust to the good faith of the
'Turks, for they make no pretensions to the nsages of ci-
vilized pations, and, therefore, no deception could be
urged if treatment like this were shown. ¥et; on be
the Loyalist and L’ Amethyst prison ships in Port .
there are prisoners of this description—inen
been from three to ten years in the British se
who have been jimmured in those vessels
declaration of war against Great-Britain.
allz an impressed mun, 2s soon as he is b
a man-of-war, is stationed according to |
his name is entered on the muster hat
moment his pay commences; his
with him who enters volunta
Prize-money his v
tion with hi
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» e heir bard-earned wages. O shame,
~ ng thefr lzl?mbels:;s?,fgtf;ven now, while T am writing this
Where L8 S0 e home, I have two messmates who have
o D o Brih e of vr—ane hs s
he:f}l ve. the other six years—beth have pay lists and prize
v'eketa e yet any harping Jew, of the class l.aelongmg*to
t;;c mir’mries of London, who are in the hﬂ‘iﬂt of purr:‘.ha-
she ay lists, &c. from British men-of-war’s men, might
;anﬁa I:)btained theirs months since for sixpence worth ol
t_°lj§§§?n the commencement of February last a petition
was sent to congress, by a safe conveyance, from-tha_pm-
soners confined in Port Royal, praying that means might
be devised for their liberation. The length of time elap-
sed since it was written, and the circumslance of no good
effect arising from it, left room for dubious conjectures.
They are very much dissatisficd, and those who have
been detained eight and nine months, make no other cal-
culation than that of staying there during the war. Two
thirds of them are veteran seamen; consequently their
inactive state must be a serious loss to our country.

The manner of exchanging prisoners is dltogether no-
vel in Port Royal." Those who are abl¢ to pay their
passages, found no difficulty in returning /home; of this
class the number was few. Three shi the Rebecca
Sims, of Philadelphia, the Philip, an of
Baltimore, with British licences, lo , boun
as i is said, for Lisbon and Cadi | cen |
Southampten and carricd into Port oyal. Their
goes were sold and the vessels detained for tri
March their cases came on before the Vice-:

Court of St. Jago de la Vega, when they s
their owners. Vice-Admival Stirling

on the Jamaica station,. either ot
with the numerous notes daily w:
ers, requesting permission to rety
that the Macedonian, Java, and Peacock
swelled the catalogne of prisoners in the

to rather too considerable a '_
nish the number, allowed the agent
he pleased return in those ships,

would take them. The Philip wi

(these who could pay their passage e

* 1 am indebted to Captains Weseolt, of Baltimare. and §
of Now-Torg oo 1o Captains Weseotr, of Baltir

M= L
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liam Penn, being under the direction of the master of the
Philip, observed the same course of conduct; and .the
Rebecea Sims merely took, with some small exception,
ihe officers of the Vixen and a few of the crew. l do not
know of any reasons that can be urged to palliate this
condnct; the masters of those vessels certainly were not
fearful that our government would Not remunerate them
—{0 what cause then can it be ascribed? It is lelt to
them to solve the question; after which they may enjoy
some satisfaction by knowing that their own townsmen,
their own countrymen, are left to experience all the mi-
series of imprisonment, which is aggravated by this ne-
glect, and then they may * to breakfast with what appe-
tite they have.”
1t is u generally reccived opinion, that he who rejoices
at the misfortunes of anather, shows a disposition which
even brutes do not possess. Among the prisoners in Por¢
Royul there are men whose dispositions are cast in na-
ture’s finest mould, who possess sensibility in common
with the generality of mankind, though their rough po-
lished contour would augur otherwise. I donot recollect,
liowever, ever to have seen satisfaction so strongly exhi-
bited, so pointedly expressed, as the circumstances of
William Penn's putting back with six feet water in
hold gaverise to. I know we are taught to render
for evil,” but some how or other this wus the c
I am satisfied it was involuntary. e
There was left an Amevrican in Jamaica who

alleviate the miseries of his countrym:
to free them from imprisonment.
cupt. David Harrison, of New-Yo:
the schooner Justin, with passengers
siness detaining him, his vessel in.
demined as unseaworthy.

Cyrus, and made applica
Lo return with him-
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- ) % 1 lcd bimy,
\ e‘ -w 9 ‘q‘s )
X B sale Passag = he Re-

with CREE'™ Tiife tendered mm- But t e
Il: 4 deliverus | You can fesr since

ov . < ears S1ce -

; e me ¥

f the commnotions whitr © elative to the esmb]ushmemof_
0 L Gar yeatre imagine the harmony ol
You may .+ ad 10 which the

ing, and
those who sat In the
Pandora’s box contuined

By aberth ,ould have had to increase
e but the old bag ou '
ﬂl:::'s’;:;.izéng before she could have stowed z:tll that were

fervently prayed might befal the Rebecea Sxm.s.
Doctor Macnamara, of the Marin€ Hospx.tal, Ifort
thily attends ihe duties of bis station,

Royal, who so wor : .
éxeyrt::d all his influence with the admiral to send the con-

valescent prisoners home in the C.yrus..—he.succeededg
and cleared the hospital of all the sick, nor did he forget
1o put up medicines applicable to each man’s case.
TlLe Masons of Jamaita obtained the release of their
' fraternity, previous to which they supplied them with
clothing. Mr. Besdan, of Port Ruy .1, was the ostensible
source in relieving and getting them clear,” and to this
gentleman am I indebted for liberty, though no sclicita-
tions were used on my part. On >unday, the 4th April, I
happened accidentally to be in the cabin. The agent’s
clerk and Mpr. Bessan came on board to make out pnss- _
ports for three masons. Whilst looking on, Mr. E
enquired if I was a measor~—informed him 1
One of the masons, who was a messmate, '
spoke for me, and expressed a desire that
with him. - Mr. BDessan told me to
have my looks and dimensions ta! '
sooner said than done—half
fm!n PR T bi
sity for piping up
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ut four hours, We cleared it and armved In

ing abo -
thumpPIng, o wext day cight of us obruined a passage to

fety. The 2
:?har{eston-—-the bar again brought us up, but got off

without damage- .
Thus, dear Tom, have I pl'esemed you with a sketch

' us since our departure from St.

of what has befalle ! : o
but few difficulties stated, few obsta-

Marys. There are _
cles surmounted, few capers carried on, but I have borne

a proportionate ohare in; and you must excuse the dic-
tion, when I inform you that a prison-ship does net pre
sent those facilities for writing, which are 1o be found 1
your printing-office. 1 bave endeavored to follow truti
in the parrative; if I have deviated, 1 have not done 5
wilfully. I intended it for your amusement, and t
my friends ;  but circumstances altering cases,” I am in
duced, by the liberality and generosity of a ger
in Charleston, to present it in a public form.






